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The Heekln Can Company occuples approximately 137 acres 1n the northeast
portion of Anderson Township in Hamllton County, Ohio just due west of
the Hamllton/Clermont county line and south of the Terrace Resldential
Community at the intersection of Roundbottom and Broadwell Roads. The
Little Mliami River which flows over the Little Miami River Buried Valley
Aquifer, borders the northern portion of the site.

Heekln Can has been manufacturing aluminum cans for the food and beverage
industry since 1974, The use of chemical solvents during the
manufacutring process generated two types of waste: (1) a sludge mixture
comprised of spent solvent, classifled as hazardous waste F019, which is
temporarily stored on site and (2) a wastewater effluent formerly
comprised of oily wastes, Chromium, Fluoride, Sulfate, and high Total
Dissolved Solids (TDS), which was treated on-site before being discharged
into a large gravel pit just north of the plant, also located on-site.
Treated wastewater contailning Chromium concentrations of .17 mg/1
exceeded the Primary Drinking Water Standard Maximum Contaminant Level of
0.5 mg/l and was dlscharged into the gravel pit from 1974 to 1986.
Analytical results of a sample of the wastewater effluent dlscharged 1nto
the pit, taken in July of 1980, indicates that in addition to Chromium,
concentrations exceeded the Secondary Maximum Contaminant Levels for
Sulfate (1480 mg/l), Copper (50 mg/l), Fluoride (26.0 mg/l) and TDS (3176
mg/l). The daily discharge of approximately 67,000 gallons of wastewater
effluent into the gravel pit generates concern as 1t 1s located within
the flood plain of the Little Miami River and above two productive
aquifers, the lower of which provides water to approximately 5,300 people
in Milford, Clermont County, Ohio. The Milford community well field
consists of three wells located approximately 2.7 miles northeast of the
site near Water Street in Milford.

In addition, it has been observed that during heavy ralns the water level
in the gravel pit rises to the point of overflow into a small water
course which leads to the Little Miami River; trees have dled along the
area of discharge of the wastewater effluent and along this water course.

At present, Heekin Can no longer utilizes the same chemical products in
the manufacturing process of aluminum cans, and all generated wastewater
is neutralized before being discharged to a land treatment dlsposal
system on-site. However, due to the chemical nature of the treated
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wastewater effluent generated between 1974 and 1986, as well as the
disposal method of discharge into a gravel pit which i1s centrally located

over productive aquifers, a medium priority for State and FIT activity is
recommended.
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Reviewed by:
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OEPA Contractor/SWDO Unregulated Sites Group Leader
September 11, 1987 DSHWM
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. SUMMARY .OF HEEKIN CAN'S OPERATION
HEEKIN . CAN : HAS -BEEN .DISCHARGING INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER AND SANITARY
WASTEWATER TO TWO GRAVEL PITS THAT ARE JUST NORTH AND NORTHWEST OF THE
‘COMPANY‘S PLANT. o il _

THE INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER WAS THE RESULT OF AN EFFLUENT AFTER
HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM WAS REDUCED TO TRIVALENT CHROMIUM, pH ADJUSTED,
FLOCCULATED, AND SETTLED. THIS"WASTEWATER "WAS™ DETERMINED BY OHIO-EPA'S
.LEGAL“WSTAFFKWAS”BEING “NONZHAZARDOUS. HOWEVER-y»wTHE+DISCHARGE ~OF ~'THE
WASTEWATER TN+ THE»GRAVELWPITS”WAS*DFTERMINED’TO BE"A” POINT " SOURCE "' OF
POTENTTAL“*"CONTAMINATION™TO*THE*WATER! S -OF. THE--STATE. “THE COMPANY WAS

~ REQUIRED-TO: OBTAIN «AN... NPDESIPERMIT AS— A RESULT OF THIS

THE w-SOLID’“‘"‘PORTION OF THE~»PRETREATED INDUSTRIAL "WASTEWATER = WAS
STILL~+DETERMINED.: TO~BE~A~LISTED -HAZARDOUS WASTE (F019). THIS WASTE WAS
SUPPOSEDLY DISPOSED. OF IN A RCRA "MANNER" ACCORDING TO A SOURCE
DOCUMENT WITHIN THE INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER  FILES. THE COMPANY HAD -
ATTEMPTED 'IN THE PAST TO GET A DELISTING OF THIS WASTE STREAM FROM
USEPA. (THERE IS NO MENTION WITHIN THE INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER FILES AS
TO THE COMPANY'S ATTAINMENT OF THE DELISTING )

"IN A LETTFR.DATEU 5Vi§/86 HEEKIN CAN NO LONGER USES CHROMIUM COATING
IN TWO PIECE CAN MAKING. .. .THEY HAVE TO A ..NON-CHROMIUM COATING
PROCESS. THE%COMPANE»HAS OBTAINED AN FORWA LAND TRFATMENT PROCESS

R

THE DISPOSING OF THE WASTEWATERS WAS DETERMINED TO HAVE POTENTIAL
H.EFFECTS ON THE AQUIFER BENEATH THE GRAVEL PITS
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